
Welcome to 
Nursery



- Drop off and collection

- Book bags 

- Water bottles everyday (only contain water 
please)

- Spare clothes in additional pump bag

- Waterproof coat

- Wellington Boots (stay at school please)

- All items of clothing named

General Routines



The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) covers the first stage
of a child’s care from birth to five years old. It sets the
standards to ensure that all children learn and develop, aswell as
keep them healthy and safe.

EYFS is split over two academic years. The first year in Nursery
we focus on the new Department for Education framework,
‘Development Matters’, which is non statutory.

In the second year in Reception we focus on working towards
the Early Learning Goals and this is a statutory requirement.

What Is the EYFS?



The Development Matters framework includes seven areas of 
learning and development. 

The three prime areas are crucial for igniting children’s 
curiosity and enthusiasm for learning.

Communication and Language

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Physical Development

The prime areas are strengthened and applied through the four 
specific areas:

Literacy

Mathematics

Understanding the World

Expressive Arts and Design

The EYFS



Children develop and learn at different rates and in different 
ways. Their development is not neat and orderly. That is why 

the ‘Development Matters’ sets out children’s learning into age 
bands.

The focus age bands for Nursery are:

• Birth to three

• 3 and 4 year olds

The expectation is that by the end of Nursery your child should 
be working securely within the 3 and 4 year old band in 

preparation for Reception.

Understanding your child’s 

development



• Assessment is predominantly based on the teacher’s
professional judgement. These judgments are made
through observation, the child’s work, discussion with the
child and through play partnering and small teaching
sessions.

• A teacher’s judgements should also take account of
contributions from a range of perspectives including the
child’s parents and other adults who have significant
interactions with the child in the assessment process.
This will provide a rounded picture of the child’s
attainment.

Assessment



- Provide you with the opportunity to contribute to your
child’s learning journey, as they travel through the school
year. Each half term we ask you to focus on one area of
learning.

- They aim to complement the achievements we see your
child make in school and give you the opportunity to share
how they show you their learning at home.

- It will also provide you with a lovely record of all those
momentous and ‘WOW’ moments that your child has
conquered as they grow and learn new things.

- Wow books will be sent home this Friday 21st October and
collected just before the end of next half term.

WOW Moment Books



- These balloons can be used to record any special moments 
that happen at home. These may include sleeping in their 
own bed, brushing their teeth, writing some letters for the 
first time, helping around the house, riding a bike or 
getting themselves dressed in the morning. Whatever it is 
we would love to hear about it.

- Special balloons will be shared in your child’s key worker 
group and will placed on to their learning board before 
being put into the children’s scrapbooks.

Special Balloons



- The development of children’s spoken language underpins all
seven areas of learning. The number and quality of
conversations children have with adults in a language rich
environment is crucial.

- Building up vocabulary ~ (modelling, hands on experiences,
conversation, echoing reading, story telling and role play)

- Provide children with extensive opportunities to use and embed
new words in a range of contexts.

- Talk for Writing ~ During the initial ‘imitation’ stage children
learn to retell a story off by heart. They retell a text with
expression and actions and make use of a story map to support
their retelling.

Communication & Language







- PSED is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is
fundamental to their cognitive development.

- Developing strong, warm and supportive relationships with adults
enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and
those of others.

- Children are supported to manage their emotions, develop a
positive sense of self, set simple goals, have confidence in their
own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want.

- Looking after their bodies, healthy eating and managing personal
needs independently.

- Making relationships, co-operate and resolve conflicts.

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development



- Every movement counts! Every time your child moves their brain
builds connections.

- Young children need lots of physical activity to develop their
balance posture and coordination. These are the foundations that
will help your child be physically ready to sit and concentrate.

- Fine Motor Skills ~ threading, tweezers, cutting, play dough, jigsaw
puzzles and construction. (Precision ~ hand eye-coordination, later
linked to early literacy)

- Gross Motor Skills ~ climbing, running, riding scooters and bicycles,
balancing, developing their core strength.

Physical Development



Language comprehension

- Necessary for both reading writing.

- Only develops when adults talk about the world in which
children live in and the books they read, songs and rhymes
they sing together.

Skilled word reading

- Taught later involves the decoding of unfamiliar words and
the recognition of familiar words.

Understanding books

- print, purpose (fiction/non-fiction), text, parts of a book,
page sequencing.

- Spot and suggest rhyme/syllables/initial sounds

Literacy ~ A long-life love of reading



- Use some of their print and letter knowledge in early writing
for example: writing a pretend shopping list or a card
mummy writing a ‘m’ at the top of their page.

- Write some or all of their name

- Write some letter accurately

Literacy ~ writing



Number

- Subitising to 3 objects (subitising)

- Recite numbers past 5

- Show ‘finger numbers up to 5’

- Link numerals and amounts

- Experiment with their own symbols and marks
as well as numerals

- Compare quantities ‘more than’ ‘fewer than.’

Shape

- Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes using
mathematical vocabulary.

- Select shapes for building

- Combine shapes to make bigger ones

Mathematics 



Position

- Understand position through words alone

- Describe a familiar route

- Discuss the location of important places for example ‘Costa
is next to the charity shop.’

Measure

- Make comparisons in relation to size, length, weight and
capacity.

Mathematics 



Mathematics

1

2



Mathematics
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How you can help me with my 

learning
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