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24th November 2023

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As you will be aware, Knowle CE Primary Academy was inspected by Ofsted on the 17th and 18th October 2023. We are now able to share the official inspection report with you. We are pleased to announce that the overall effectiveness of the Academy has been graded as ‘Good’ and are proud that the personal development of our pupils has been recognised as ‘Outstanding’. 

I would like to draw your attention to the following key findings within the report:

· A strong sense of responsibility and care permeates all aspects of the school
· A strong Christian ethos underpins relationships and expectations 
· The school has set a high expectation that all pupils will experience ‘life in all its fullness’
· The school enriches the lives of pupils and develops a strong sense of responsibility and pride in the community. The support for pupils’ personal development is a strength of the school
· The support for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities is a real strength of the school
· Pupils, parents and staff agree that behaviour is strong across the school

There is much to celebrate within the full report and I am delighted the inspection confirmed our own analysis that ‘pupils learn well’ and ‘are happy to attend school because they believe staff care for them’. The report further acknowledges the school environment as peaceful, purposeful, kind and respectful. We believe this has been created as a direct result of our wonderful pupils, dedicated staff and supportive families. 

The inspection process was rigorous and robust, and has identified two points for improvement. The first of these relates to updating our written curriculum plans to ensure all subject plans make clear links to the Early Years Curriculum. This is an area we can update very quickly to ensure our written plans fully reflect our working practice.  

Our second point for improvement is to ensure all staff consistently apply methods for assessment within lessons, to quickly identify when pupils may require immediate support. Within our verbal feedback, inspectors were keen to stress that the need for improvement was identified within a small minority of lessons visited. At Knowle, as a staff team, we continuously work together to analyse, share and reflect on best practice and the most effective strategies to maximise teaching and learning time. We accept this point for improvement but see this very much as part of a continuous journey of reflection and improvement, as opposed to a destination. 

The report highlights the fact that inspections are a point-in-time judgement (a snapshot from evidence compiled over a two-day process). Although inspectors will not report on pupil progress data within their report, we were very keen to highlight the fact that when compared to children with similar starting points, by the time our pupils leave Knowle, their progress is within the top ten percent of schools nationally. We are extremely proud of this and, for us, points to an exceptional quality of education. 

Many of you will be aware that the inspection framework has been significantly changed since our last inspection in 2012. It is therefore not possible to make any direct comparisons between our current report and any previous inspection reports. 

We would like to thank the many parents who responded to Ofsted’s Parent View – your feedback really did help shape the inspection, including identifying areas for inspectors to explore in greater detail. We would also like to thank both staff and governors for their continued hard work, their impressive efforts during the inspection and their ongoing commitment to the children and families of Knowle CE Primary Academy. 

Over coming days, we will be sharing aspects of the report with the children and celebrating the fantastic contribution they make to both our school and their wider community.
In his verbal feedback, the Lead Inspector commented what a special place Knowle CE Primary Academy is - and we could not agree more. Inspectors are now unlikely to return for a period of four years and we are excited to build on the success of this report in this time.  

You can find a copy of our inspection report on our school website or by following this link:

        
Knowle C of E Primary Academy - Ofsted, Performance and Results 
[bookmark: _GoBack]


Yours faithfully, 
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Matthew Stonehill				Sarah Covington    
Principal    					Chair of Governors
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