
 

 

YEAR:  6    TERM:   Spring 1          TITLE: SONGS OF WORLD WAR TWO 
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COHERENCE CREDIBILITY CREATIVITY COMPASSION COMMUNITY 

NC LINKS 

 Appreciate and understand a wide 

range of high-quality live and recorded 

music drawn from different traditions 

and from great composers and 

musicians 

 Develop an understanding of the 

history of music 

 Listen with attention to detail and 

recall sounds with increasing aural 

memory 

 Play and perform in solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their voices and playing 

musical instruments with increasing 

accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression 

 Use and understand staff and other 

musical notations 
Key Vocabulary 

 Morale 

 Britain 

 Troops 

 Frontline 

 Vera Lynn 

 Contrast 

 Tempo 

 Higher and lower /pitch 

 Diaphragm   

 Melody  

Skills Developed  

 To use musical vocabulary 

to identify features of 

different eras of music 

 To improve accuracy in 

pitch and control, singing 

with expression and 

dynamics 

 To identify pitches within 

an octave when singing 

 To use knowledge of pitch 

to develop confidence when 

singing in parts 

 To be able to notate a 

melody using pitches up to 

an octave 
Knowledge Acquired 

To know how to: 

 Talk about songs using 

comparative language 

 Use fact and opinion to 

compare songs 

 Follow a melody; sing lyrics 

with meaning; sing some 

sections quieter and some 

sections louder 

Children will develop 

an understanding of 

music from an 

historical era which is 

related to their 

thematic work during 

the Spring Term. 

They will experiment 

with using pitch, 

expression, dynamics 

and harmonising using 

their own voices and 

will use the skills 

they have learnt to 

perform to peers and 

parents.  

 

 

Understanding life for 

people in Britain during 

World War Two and how 

music helped to lift 

spirits / the role of 

Vera Lynn and other 

composers and singers 

during this period in 

history. 

Children to 

perform their 

composition to 

peers (in class 

and in 

Collective 

Worship) and 

to parents 

using video 

recording. 

 

Possible 

collaboration 

with local 

community 

(retirement 

homes etc) and 

Knowle Church 

if appropriate.  



 Phrase / phrasing 

 Graphic score 

 Do Re Mi Fa So La Ti   

 Counter-melody 

 Harmony  

 Solfa 

 Use the words ‘pitch’ and 

‘higher/lower’ when 

discussing their own work 

 Read and interpret a 

graphic score 

 Use colour-code pitches on 

a notated score 

 Sing a counter-melody while 

listening to another melody 

(harmonise) 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA:  
 Can listen with attention to detail and respond to songs from a 

particular time period, using age-appropriate musical vocabulary 

 Has developed accuracy in pitch and control and ability to sing with 

expression and dynamics 

 Can recognise a counter melody and sing in harmony in a 

performance in solo and ensemble contexts 

 Can notate a melody 

SUGGESTED TIME FRAME 

5 sessions + time for performing to peers / preparing the video 

recording 

 

 

 

SUGGESTED SEQUENCE OF LESSONS  

Session 1 – Singing for Victory 

Kapow Year 6 Songs of WW2 Lesson 1 

Children use musical vocabulary to describe features of the music of WW2 

Session 2 – The White Cliffs of Dover 

Kapow Year 6 Songs of WW2 Lesson 2 

Children develop their accuracy in pitch and control and ability to sing with expression and dynamics 

Session 3 – Pitch Up 

Kapow Year 6 Songs of WW2 Lesson 3 

Children learn how to identify pitches within an octave by exploring the pitch and tempo of the song 'Do-Re-Mi' and the war-time song 'The White Cliffs 

of Dover'  

Session 4 – Harmonise 

Kapow Year 6 Songs of WW2 Lesson 4 

Children use their knowledge of pitch to develop confidence when singing different parts and challenge themselves to sing something that is different to 

what they are hearing  

 



Session 5 – Let’s Notate 

Kapow Year 6 Songs of WW2 Lesson 5 

In this final lesson of this unit, pupils will learn how to notate a melody using pitches up to an octave. They will prepare to give a short performance to 

peers in class and Collective Worship and record a performance for parents.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

YEAR:  6    TERM:   Summer 1 & 2       TITLE: Composing and Performing a Leavers’ Song 
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COHERENCE CREDIBILITY CREATIVITY COMPASSION COMMUNITY 

NC LINKS 

 Play and perform in solo 

and ensemble contexts, 

using their voices and 

playing musical instruments 

with increasing accuracy, 

fluency, control and 

expression. 

 Improvise and compose 

music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-

related dimensions of 

music. 

 Listen with attention to 

detail and recall sounds 

with increasing aural 

memory. 

 Appreciate and understand 

a wide range of high-

quality live and recorded 

music drawn from 

different traditions and 

from great composers and 

musicians. 

 Use and understand staff 

and other musical notations 

 

Key Vocabulary 

 

 Lyrics 

 Tempo 

Skills Developed 

 To listen to and describe 

music 

 To write lyrics for a song 

 To organise lyrics into a 

song structure 

 To use vocal improvisation 

and known melodies against 

a backing track 

 To compose a melody 

 

Knowledge Acquired 

To know how to: 

 Evaluate a song based on 

tempo, melody, lyrics and 

arrangement 

 Use meaningful lyrics, 

appropriate tempo, 

memorable melody and 

appropriate arrangements 

 Use words, phrases and 

poetic structures and to 

work as part of a group to 

sequence and structure 

lyrics into a verse 

 Improvise a melody over a 

four-chord backing track 

Children spend the topic 

creating their very own 

leavers’ song personal to 

their experiences as a 

class; listening to and 

critiquing well known songs 

reflective of new 

beginnings, writing the 

lyrics for the chorus and 

verses, exploring the 

concept of the four chord 

backing track and 

composing melodies 

 

Children are actively 

encouraged to showcase all 

of their individual talents 

during rehearsals and for 

the final performance 

 
  
 

Reflection on final 

year in primary school 

and feelings about 

friends / starting 

secondary school / 

their futures. 

Reflection on song 

lyrics that are 

meaningful to them 

and their audience.  

Children will perform 

their leavers’ song and 

general performance to 

governors, staff, 

parents and children of 

both key stages. They 

will also lead a church 

service on their final 

day of school.  



 Presto 

 Allegro 

 Largo 

 Accelerando 

 Ritardando 

 Melody 

 Dynamics 

 Forte 

 Piano  

 Crescendo 

 Diminuendo 

 Verse   

 Chorus   

 Rhyme 

 Poetic structure 

 Chords 

 Chord progressions 

 Improvisation 
 Staff notation 

 Four-chord progression 

and perform this 

successfully 

 Compose a chorus melody  

 Use different kinds of 

notations  

 Rehearse to improve own 

performance 

 Perform a song they have 

written 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA:  
 Can contribute ideas for lyrics to a group chorus and 

suggest how lines could rhyme 

 Can fit an existing melody over a four-chord backing 

track 

 Can create a melody that fits both the lyrics and the 

four-chord backing track of the chorus, using tuned 

percussion instruments.  

 Can record their melody using letter notation. 

 Can create and perform a final piece using voice and/or 

tuned/untuned instruments 

SUGGESTED TIME FRAME 

At least 6 x 1 hour sessions plus rehearsals and a final performance 

 

 
SUGGESTED SEQUENCE OF LESSONS 

Session 1 – A Single Year   

Kapow Year 6 Composing and Performing a Leavers’ Song Lesson 1 

https://www.kapowprimary.com/glossary/melody/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/glossary/notation/


Evaluating a song based on its lyrics, tempo, melody and arrangement. 

Session 2 – Writing Chorus Lyrics 

Kapow Year 6 Composing a Leavers’ Song Lesson 2 

Using suitable words and phrases for the chorus of a song and turning the ideas into lyrics 

Session 3 – Writing Verse Lyrics 

Kapow Year 6 Composing a Leavers’ Song Lesson 3 

Using poetry writing skills to turn suitable words into lyrics and working in groups to sequence and structure lyrics into a verse. 

Session 4 – Backing Track 

Kapow Year 6 Composing a Leavers’ Song Lesson 4 

The children explore four-chord progressions and use vocal improvisation and known melodies over a backing track. 

Session 5 – Creating a Melody 

Kapow Year 6 Composing a Leavers’ Song Lesson 5 

The children compose a melody for the chorus of their song using different kinds of notation. 

Session 6 – The Final Piece 

Kapow Year 6 Composing a Leavers’ Song Lesson 6 

Using all the techniques and knowledge they have learned, the children create and perform their Year 6 leavers' song. (The performance includes all of 

the elements taught and both tuned and untuned instruments are used).  

 

 


